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BATTALION CHIEF KING: Today's date is 

December 17, 2001. The time is 1616 hours. This 

is Battalion Chief Stephen King with the Safety 

Battalion, FDNY. I'm conducting an interview with 

the following individual: Firefighter Michael 

Beehler, Firefighter 6 grade from Ladder company 

110, who had the irons position on September 11. 

This interview is regarding the events of 

September 11, 2001. 

Q. Mike, you can start whenever you want. 

A. Okay. That morning I was sitting in the 
house watch at about quarter to nine, when a few 
Lieutenants or a few officers were out front. We had 
the apparatus doors open. We were just finishing 
checking out the rig and one of the Lieutenants from 
the field comm. unit had said that he saw smoke and he 
said wow, what is that over there. Do they have 
something going in Manhattan or is that just a 
compactor fire. 

I was on the house watch and I said I don't 
know. Let me turn the radio on, so I went in and 
turned the radio on. With that I heard a second alarm 
being transmitted at the World Trade Center. 


With that, I notified my officer, because we 


M. BEEHLER 


go on box 8031 to the World Trade Center on a second 
alarm or greater. So I let him know that we were 
probably going to be going. Went out and got geared up 
and came back into the office, turned the TV on and we 
saw what they were saying was a plane crash into the 
north tower. 

With that, we were just waiting to get sent 
and we got sent about 3, 4 minutes after that. We all 
got on the rig. Went over with 31, Battalion 31 
followed us. AS we were going over, I remember looking 
out the window of the rig and seeing a lot of smoke and 
saying wow, this is something. I remember hearing over 
the radio that they had a lot of fire there and they 
had jumpers and what not. 

As we got to Manhattan -- we went over the 
Brooklyn Bridge. As we got to Manhattan, there was a 
lot traffic, a lot of people on the road. We got 
pulled up. We had came down Broadway and as we got to 
Liberty Street, I believe -- yes, we got to Liberty 
Street and made the right off of Broadway on to Liberty 
and we were on Liberty between Broadway and I believe 
Church and we had gotten off the rig with Battalion 
31. We were speaking to them on where we should go 


because we were assigned to the north tower. 
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I remember just hearing an explosion that 
basically I can't describe the sound of. It was 
actually the second plane crashing in. We were on the 
side, we were on the south side of the south tower when 
it came down -- I mean when the plane crashed in. I 
just basically said to myself something is not right 
here. It didn't feel right to me. I told my boss, 
just I said to him this doesn't feel right. We don't 
belong here. He said yes, I know, come on. 

As we looked up though, when it happened, 
alls we saw was a big ball of flames and the flames 
went away. We saw a lot of smoke and debris was 
heading everywhere. People were just running. People 
scattering like -- the best way to say it is like a 
scattering of roaches when you turn the lights on. 
People were going anywhere that they could. 

We got back in the rig, we backed up on to 
Broadway, went up to, I believe it's Battery Park or 
wherever it was. We went down, made the next right, 
which was back on Church Street. We came back down on 
to Church Street. We parked the rig in front of, I 
think 5 World Trade Center it was. Looking on the map 
here. 


We got out, grabbed all our stuff. I had the 
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irons, I grabbed the irons, the bunny tool and we all 
grabbed extra cylinders and we started making our way 
up towards Vesey. We made it down to Vesey and on to 
West Street, walking into the northwest corner of the 
north tower. They had a mini command post set up, I 
believe it was from the First Division. 

We walked in, Lieutenant Mera, the officer, 
he said, he told us to stand to the side while he went 
and got an assignment. We all put our stuff down. 
Engine 207, came in, followed us in and the guys that 
were working from the engine, the three guys that were 
on the back step came in with the officer. The officer 
went to the desk and they came over and joined us where 
we were standing. 

We were only there for maybe about 2 minutes 
when Lieutenant Mera came over. He said come on, we 
are going up to the 21 floor. There are reports of 
people trapped there. We had a Battalion Chief with 
us. I don't know the Chief's name. 

Q. Chief Picciotto? 

A. I believe so. We all picked our stuff up. 
He said he thought there was a bank of elevators that 
were working. So we went up to the mezzanine, I 


believe it was. We went up the escalator to the 
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mezzanine. There was a bank of elevators there that 
were still in service, so we took that up to, I believe 
the 15 or 16th floor. We got up and then we walked up 
to the 23 floor from there in the B staircase, I 
believe it was. 

People were coming down. People were calm in 
the staircase, they didn't really seem too 
overanxious. They were saying god bless you, this and 
that. We made our way up to the 23 floor. We dropped 
our stuff that we didn't need. At that point I just 
put the irons with my (inaudible) for the can. We went 
back down to the 21 floor and we started just searching 
the 21st floor. All the doors were locked. We were 
forcing all the doors. There was nobody on the floor. 
We practically searched the entire floor. We hadn't 
found anybody. 

There was one last section that we went to go 
search and as we went in there, two of us -- two guys 
went to the right and two guys went to the left. I was 
one of the guys that went to the left. It was like an 
office there where it was like a split office almost. 

I was by I guess the outer part of the building and I 
just remember feeling the building starting to shake 


and this tremendous tremendous like roar and I just 
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-- I kind of didn't even notice it, but like out of 
the corner of my eye, I saw out of the building, I saw 
a shadow coming down. 

At that point I thought it was the upper part 
of the north tower that had just basically like toppled 
over, fell off. I didn't actually see the building 
part go by me, because I think I was on the opposite 
side. But I just remember feeling this tremendous 
tremendous shake and hearing this, like, noise. Again 
I can't describe. 

What I did was I ended up running out. I ran 
into the staircase where my officer and the rest of the 
guys that were with us at that time, we jumped into the 
staircase and nobody really knew what was going on. 
After that, everything had stopped. The boss told me 
and Artie Riccio, who was driving, to go check out the 
part where we just were down the hall a little bit, so 
the two of us went back down and we had searched the 
part where we had just been about 5 minutes prior to 
that. 

All the windows in that area were all blown 
out. It was like a big office, it was a computer 
office. I don't Know what they were doing there. But 


all the windows were blown out and dust was coming in. 
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Again we just searched there, there was no structural 
damage at that point on the 21 floor. We made our way 
out and as we were making our way back down to the 
hallway where the officer was, I heard on the radio, a 
Chief come over the radio. I don't know his name. 
He said this is Chief so and so. I 
personally am ordering everybody out of the building 
now. Anybody in the north tower get out now. 
Lieutenant Mera said to all of us, he said come on, we 
got to get out. He said make sure to stay together. 
We are all going to get out, we are all going to go 
down together. We are all going to get out together. 
Once we get out, we will decide where we are going to 
go. Once we get downstairs we will decide where we are 
going to go. 
With that we went downstairs. There was 
another truck company ahead of us. What we did was we 
basically piggy backed towards where -- 
BATTALION CHIEF KING: Time is 1626 hours. 
I'm stopping the interview. 

The time is 1702 hours. We are restarting 
the interview, continuing the interview with 
Firefighter Beehler. Okay, Mike. 


A. At the time when I heard the loud noise and 
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felt the building shake, we all ended up back in the 
staircase after re-searching the one area. We had 
gotten the order to evacuate the building. Lieutenant 
Mera told us all to stay together and as we started 
making our way down, we, like I said, we piggy backed 
floors with another truck company, forcing each door on 
the way down. Like they took the odd floors, we took 
the even floors, to make sure there was nobody on that 
floor and make sure that everybody heard the evacuation 
order. 

We got down to the 9th floor and from there 
down it was very congested. It felt like we waited on 
each landing for about 30 seconds to a minute, because 
the staircases were packed with members of the Fire 
Department that were evacuating. So you did get to 9, 
then you got down to 8-1/2. Felt like you waited 
another 30 seconds to a minute. Got down to 8 and 
continued to go down. 

When we got down to the lobby I just remember 
seeing all the windows in the north tower on the lobby 
floor blown out and there was like dust and debris 
everywhere. I actually remember picking up a helmet, 
thinking it was a Chief's helmet, and I said to 


Lieutenant Mera, I said, wow, some Chief dropped his 


10 
M. BEEHLER 


helmet here and as I picked it up, my fingers smudged a 
little piece of it off. I saw it was a fireman's 
helmet. The Chief came other over, took the helmet. 

As we were walking out, we walked out the 
same place where we came in, and I remember seeing the 
board there by itself with nobody there. There was a 
guy actually standing outside the building telling us 
if it was safe or not to come out because he said there 
were jumpers coming down at that time. 

He said come on, come on, go. We went out 
and we stopped right outside the building. We actually 
sat on 3 truck's bumper I remember just because a few 
friends of mine were in the company. I remember 
stopping and we all sat down and Pauly Hyland, who had 
the OV, said if this building comes down run up against 
this garage. We were under the foot bridge. He said 
run up against this garage, we might have a chance to 
live. 

With that Lieutenant Mera turned to us and 
said come on, why don't we go down a little further. 

We all got up. We started walking. We were walking 
west on West Street, continued to go and as we kept on 
walking we stopped at a rig. I got some water. 


BATTALION CHIEF KING: Time is 1705 hours. 
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I'm stopping this interview. 

The time is 1706 hours. We are restarting 
the interview again. 

A. We continued to walk west on West Street and 
we finally had stopped, I believe it was at engine 
224's rig and we weren't there for more than 30 seconds 
when Paul Hyland, again, the OV said something to the 
effect of oh, my god, it's coming down, run for your 
lives. Turned around to see the north tower coming 
down. At this time I had just taken my mask off and I 
just laid it down. I went to grab my mask and as I 
went to grab it, 10 guys just caught me and just swept 
me up with them and I just started running, figuring 
maybe I could out run it. 

I remember turning back around and seeing it 
right behind me and basically said this is it. I 
figured I was going to die right then and there. I put 
my head down and as I put my head down, I just started 
walking, I saw there was a mask laying in the middle of 
the street. I looked around, there was nobody around 
it. I just remember, I said, all right, I'm going to 
pick it up. I picked it up. 

As I was putting it on my back, I got covered 


in the dust cloud. I went to put the mask on, I had 
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turned the cylinder on. Couldn't see anything. I 
wasn't able to breathe. I just remember trying to put 
the mask on. The regulator face piece came apart and 
tried -- I was able to get the regulator and the face 
piece together. Took a hit -- took a hit breath of 
air. 

At that point I was looking for a place to go 
because there was debris, nothing big coming down, 
because we were about a block, block and a half away 
but just to get someplace where it was safe because I 
didn't know what else was going to happen. I ended up 
finding an ambulance. I jumped into the ambulance. 
They brought me in. I stayed there until the dust 
cleared. Tried to get Lieutenant Mera on the radio, 
but there was a lot of radio traffic. Guys giving 
Maydays and everything like that. 

I just started walking up West Street because 
I knew they were ahead of me. I finally saw them by 
Stuyvesant High School. We got together and there were 
4 guys there. I was the fifth. Mike Brodbeck, who was 
detailed from the 210, he was the sixth guy. 

Lieutenant Mera knew he was all right. He was being 
treated by EMS because he hurt his shoulder, running 


into an ambulance or something. 
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We just basically hung out there for a little 
while and as the day went on, we basically just sat 
around, waiting to get some more orders. I remember 
seeing a lot of guys coming in. At that point guys 
grabbed, they took some of our radios and they took 
some of the tools that we had left. They went up and 
they tried to, I guess do some searching and whatever 
they could do. 

I think it was around like 6:00 later on that 
night, we all decided, all the guys from the house had 
come in and we found-- we had known at that point that 
207 was unaccounted for so, basically we just said 
let's see if we can find them, find a rig, find 
something, find our rig, because we didn't know 
anything that was going on. This is including -- this 
was after 7 World Trade Center had collapsed also. 

We went searching. We searched for about an 
hour and a half. We ended up finding our rig about a 
few blocks away from where we parked it. We had no 
luck finding 207 or 207's rig. Basically we just came 
back here and that was it. We went to the chart that 
we were on, 24 on, 24 off. We just went on with that. 

BATTALION CHIEF KING: All right, Mike. It's 


1710 hours. This interview is concluded. 


